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MUSEUM GALLERIES 
 
Early Years Gallery 
The gallery covers the history of flight from the earliest aviation legends through the early 1940s.  The 
aircraft displayed range from the 1909 Wright Flyer to the Hawker Hurricane.  History displays cover 
such topics as the development of the Wright Brothers aircraft, the Mexican Punitive Expedition, World 
War I, Research and Development in the 1930s, and United States’ preparation for World War II. 
 
Air Power Gallery 
Telling the World War II story, this gallery displays examples of Army Air Force pursuit aircraft and 
bombers.  Displays cover topics relating to all Army Air Forces participation in World War II, including 
the China-Burma-India Theater, the European, Pacific and Mediterranean theaters and the home front.  
Prominent aircraft on display include the B-29 “Bockscar” that dropped the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, 
Japan; the B-25 with Doolittle Raider exhibit; P-51; B-17 “Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby;” B-24, Japanese Zero 
and more.     
 
Modern Flight Gallery featuring the Korean War/Southeast Asia War 
This gallery covers the time from the start of the Korean War in the early 1950s and continues through the 
Vietnam era of the 1960s and 1970s.  Visitors can enjoy the “Morphis MovieRide Theatre,” featuring 
aviation adventure rides and the C-124 cargo compartment is set-up as a walk-through. Examples of 
modern aircraft on display include the YF-22, prototype of the F-22A Raptor, the Air Force’s latest multi-
role strike aircraft; and the Bird of Prey, a technology demonstrator that proved instrumental in the 
development of stealth technology and manufacturing processes. 
 
Cold War Gallery 
This gallery illuminates the Air Force’s role in the Cold War, highlighting the military, technological and 
geopolitical developments that defined the era and led to the triumph of democracy over communism.  
Featuring over 200,000 square feet of additional exhibit space, this gallery includes the massive B-36J 
aircraft, the largest bomber ever built by the U.S. Air Force, the F-117 stealth fighter and the world’s only 
permanent public display of a B-2 stealth bomber.  Other popular aircraft include a B-1B bomber, an F-
15, F-16, SR-71 and U-2 spy plane. 
 
Missile and Space Gallery 
The Air Force key role in Soviet containment and strategic deterrence, along with its historical role in the 
development of space, is presented in the Missile and Space Gallery.  Opened in 2004, the gallery 
displays the museum’s collection of Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles and satellite boosters, as well as a 
temporary exhibit of the museum’s space collection, including the Apollo 15 capsule. 
 
Presidential and Research and Development/Flight Test Galleries 
Nine presidential aircraft are featured in the Presidential Gallery, located in a twin-hangar facility on the 
old Wright Field flight line on Area B of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, about one mile from the main 
museum.  The gallery’s most popular aircraft is Air Force One, a Boeing VC-137C also known as SAM 
(Special Air Mission) 26000.  It carried President John F. Kennedy’s body back to Washington, D.C., 
from Dallas after his assassination on Nov. 22, 1963, and served as the location of President Lyndon B. 



Johnson’s swearing in.  Other presidential aircraft include Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Sacred Cow,” a C-54; 
Harry Truman’s “Independence,” a Douglas VC-118; and Dwight D. Eisenhower’s “Columbine III,” a 
Lockheed VC-121E.  The public can walk through the interior of these four aircraft.  Five smaller 
presidential aircraft are also on display. 
 
Located adjacent to the Presidential Gallery is the Research and Development/Flight Test Gallery, 
housing the museum’s experimental aircraft collection.  Highlights include the only remaining North 
American XB-70 “Valkyrie,” one of the world’s most exotic aircraft; the Bell X-1B, a later model of the 
type in which Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier; and the only Douglas X-3 “Stiletto” ever built. 
 
Visitors can view these galleries by reserving a spot on a first-come, first-served basis on a shuttle bus 
that runs from the main complex to the galleries and back. 
 
Outdoor Exhibits 
Along with its more than 17 acres of indoor exhibit space, the museum offers an outdoor Air Park, which 
includes a World War II Control Tower, Nissen Hut and Memorial Park. 
 
Located in the outdoor Air Park, the replica 8th Air Force Control Tower represents those used by the U.S. 
Army Air Forces and Royal Air Force units at various air bases in Great Britain, allowing air traffic 
control personnel to direct aircraft takeoffs and landings at the field. 
 
Next to the 8th Air Force Control Tower, the Nissen Hut portrays a 1940s bar and briefing room of an 
Army Air Corps Fighter Escort Squadron stationed in England.  Photos, music and mannequins create an 
authentic mood, with scenes depicting a pre-mission briefing and airmen winding down with a game of 
cards and checkers as music stirs from a phonograph. 
 
The museum’s Memorial Park honors Air Force-associated people and units for their past service and 
sacrifice in the cause of freedom.  The first memorial dedicated at the museum was a commemorative tree 
and plaque dedicated in October 1972 to those Americans held as Prisoners of War by the North 
Vietnamese and those Missing in Action during the Southeast Asia conflict.  Since then, the park has 
grown to more than 500 memorials, including statuary memorials, plaques, trees, and benches. 
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